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A Williamsport’s Victorian heritage

By LORENA BENIQUEZ, West Branch Life
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Opposite page and above is one of the sitting rooms at the Rowley House Museum, 704 W. Third St., a former resi-
dence that now serves as an enduring reminder of the lumber boom and Victorian era in Williamsport. .

By LORENA BENIQUEZ
West Branch Life

he Rowley House Museum
has been many things in its
28 years. It started as home

to one of Williamsport's dis
tinguished residents, later be
came a nunnery and now stands as a
museum. It is the only museum in the
city dedicated solely to celebrating
Williamsport's rich Victorian heritage. In
essence, it is the home of all homes

Upon entering the manse at 704 W
Third St., you immediately feel what it
was like to be a millionaire at the height
of the lumber boom. Celebrated architect
Eber Culver designed and built the struc
ture on Millionaires’ Row in 1888 for E.A
Rowley, one of the wealthiest men in
Pennsylvania at the time.

“It is one of the most architecturally
significant houses in the commonwealth
The residence had the finest plaster mold

ings and ceiling medallions in the city, as
well as, expensive English Minton tiles in
each fireplace and the vestibule,” said
Robert E. Kane Jr.,, the home's former
owner

Kane is a home restoration expert and
purchased the home in 2002 with busi
ness partner Allen Brush. “The house was
in very good original condition as the re
sult of being a convent. The sisters took
care of it but it did need to be restored to
make it a perfect example of what existed
here in Williamsport,” Kane said

Kane would become the second gen
eration in his family to restore the home.

“My dad had done substantial work
on the Rowley House before | purchased
it, when it was owned by the Diocese of
Scranton,” he said

The renovation was extensive due to
the size of the home — 14 bedrooms and
three bathrooms — and its aging infra
structure, “As happens with houses, the
original plumbing had deteriorated where

Kane

So, we had to

ceilings were ready to collapse,
said of the transformation
reinforce the ceilings and hand-applied
plaster to the ceilings

One of the biggest chores was repair
ing the floor in the dining room, which
had been covered in linoleum. When
Kane pulled it up, he undertook the labo
rious task of hand-scraping the adhesive
from the original wood

It took a couple of weeks to reveal

the beautiful golden oak floor,” he said

Additional work continued. “All of the
ceilings were re-plastered, walls were
done in historic wallpapers based on
original samples and the plaster work was
hand painted,” Kane said

Once renovations were completed, it
was time to decorate the mansion. “The
house is completely furnished with furni
ture and accessories from my collection
and donations from the public,” Kane
said

Today, Kane's and the community’s
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C_Iockwise from top left, the exterior of the Rowley House Museum; one of the bedrooms, restored to its original de-
sign and decorated with period furniture; one of many stained-glass windows in the house; and the grand staircase

inside the front entrance.

hard work is on display for the public. He
sold Rowley House to Preservation
Williamsport, and Kane volunteers with
the museum as a board member, secre-
tary and curator.

The museum especially shines during
the holidays, when Christmas decorations
add an additional level of charm. To cele-
brate its beauty, the museum throws its
doors open to share its splendor every
November when it plays host to Victorian
Christmas.

For visitors to the museum, there are
so many jewels to eye.

“The staircase includes the original
Newal staircase lights, a pair of rare elec-
tric lights. Most lights were made to run
on gas but these were made to run on
electricity,” Kane said. He said that Row-
ley was president of the Edison Electric
Company and so had top-quality electri-
cal wiring installed.

Another rarity in the home is in the

east parlor. The Electrolier chandelier is so
unique that is only one of two existing
pieces left in the world. The only other
known Electrolier chandelier is in the
Corning Glass Museum.

One of the museum’s most extravagant
features is a stained glass window on the
grand staircase’s landing. “This window

cost as much as a middle-class person’s
house at the time,” Kane said

The above gems are only a few of the
multitude of reasons to go to the Rowley
House Museum during the holidays or
anytime during the year. For more infor-
mation, visit www.preservation-
williamsport.com/rowley

Monday-Friday 10:00am-5:00pm | Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm

(570)321°RENT 7260





