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Above and at right is the Buttonwood Covered Bridge, in Button-
wood, which was built in 1898 and is on the National Register of His-

toric Places.

fic for over 100 years,” Caswell
said.

They also happen to be pretty ro-
mantic.

“Covered bridges have a roman-
tic history. A lot of people like to get
married on them,” Murawski said.
They have been nicknamed “kissing
bridges” as a result. According to
folklore, couples would steal a peck
or two when crossing the spans,

According to Murawski, there
are three covered bridges in Ly-
coming County located in Button-
wood, Anthony Township and near
Lairdsville.

“We are not sure how many
were here originally since so many
were lost to floods and no real

records were kept,” Murawski said.
The three remaining bridges are all

designated historical landmarks and
are maintained by the county.

Built in 1928, the Moreland
Bridge also is known as the Fraser
Bridge. It sits in a picturesque pas-
ture at the end of Covered Bridge
road just off Route 118. Should you
decide to visit, note that when you
pull onto Covered Bridge road, it is
in fact a dirt road and appears to be
a private road. It isn’t though so feel
free to drive through the bridge
which leads to a turn around. “The
covered bridge is only there for his-
torical reasons,” said Murawksi.

The Buttonwood Covered Bridge,
also known as the Blockhouse Cov-
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Celebrating
covered bridges

Covered bridges are so cherished
locally that they have their own festi-
val. The Covered Bridge festival will
be held Oct. 6-9 at Knoebel’s Amuse-
ment Resort, Elysburg, and will be cel-
ebrating its 35th anniversary.
The event is so popular it attracts
more than 100,000 visitors each year.
“We get people from all over and
other countries that come to see cov-
ered bridges,” Shane Kiefer, director of
marketing at the Columbia Montour
Visitor’s Bureau, said.
One of the festival’s main attrac-
tions is the covered bridge tour.
“We have bus tours on Saturday
and Sunday and they average 2 1/2
hours with a tour guide,” festival or-
ganizer Donna Sharrow said. Included
on the tour are Columbia County’s
prized Twin Covered bridges which
are the only ones in the United States.
“The tour guides are very knowledge-
able and can tell the history of the
bridge and what it cost to construct it.”
Covered bridges may be the center-
piece of the festival, but there are
plenty of additional activities. There
will be approximately 400 craft ven-
dors selling everything from traditional
crafts to photography to textiles and
more. If you need an adrenaline fix,
there will be a Knoebel’s Lumber 5k
Race on Oct. 8 and throughout the
festival a selection of amusement rides
will be open.
Rounding out the festival’s offerings
is food and live entertainment. Forty
food vendors will be on hand and the
music of Jay Vanada Trio, K.J. Wagner,
The Banjo Man Jim Haner, Jay Smar,
Mike Lewis, Bob Matthews & Jeff
Brown and Dennis Thorne will fill the
air. There also will be a performance
by the Covered Bridge Cloggers.

Entertainment, admission and park-
ng are free to the Covered Bridge Fes-
tival. For a complete list of activities,
vendor registration or bus tour sign-
up, visit
www.itourcolumbiamontour.com/even
~ ts/covered-bridge-festival.
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Above and on opposite page is the Buckhorn Covered Bridge, in Cogan
House Township near state game lands. The bridge is a landmark and has
been painstakingly restored to its original appearance.

ered Bridge, in Buttonwood was constructed in 1898 and rehabilitated on
its 100th birthday in 1998. It crosses Blockhouse creek with rolling moun-
tains and hills all around. This is the easiest one to find since it is visible
from Route 15.

The Buckhorn Covered Bridge is located in Cogan House Township
near state game lands. It also is referred to as Cogan House Bridge. It
crosses Larry’s Creek, where it is nestled at the base of a mountain. Built in
1877, itis the county’s oldest covered bridge. It, too, was rehabilitated in
1998.

“Our three bridges were designed around the Theodore Burr concept,”
Murawski said, referring to a prominent bridge architect. “He designed the
king post style structure. It was a very durable structure and able to spread
loads more evenly across the bridge so you don't have weak spots.”

Should you want to see more bridges, take a trip to Columbia County,
which has the third highest number of covered bridges in the state. They
county also has the only twin covered bridges in America, which is a pop-
ular spot for nuptials.

“A lot of people contact us to get married on the Twin Bridges and last
year there were four or five weddings,” Linda Sones, with the Columbia
County Covered Bridge Association, said.

Columbia County takes such pride in their bridges that they even have
an annual festival to celebrate them. :

“We are promoting heritage and nostalgia,” Shane Kiefer, with the Co-
lumbia Montour Visitors Bureau, said.

These spans are literally bridges to our past. % x

“We need to preserve the bridges that are left so future generations will
have the opportunity to learn about them and appreciate the skills of those
who have gone before us,” Caswell said.




